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Synopsis

This ebook provides a full reproduction of the official edition of an important U.S. Army field manual
(FM) dealing with "the law of land warfare" and such important topics as the rules and principles of
the law of land warfare, hostilities, prisoners of war A¢a —a ce persons entitled and not entitled to be
treated as POWs, wounded and sick, civilians, occupation, war crimes, and Geneva conventions.
The purpose of this Manual is to provide authoritative guidance to military personnel on the
customary and treaty law applicable to the conduct of warfare on land and to relationships between
belligerents and neutral States. Although certain of the legal principles set forth herein have
application to warfare at sea and in the air as well as to hostilities on land, this Manual otherwise
concerns itself with the rules peculiar to naval and aerial warfare only to the extent that such rules
have some direct bearing on the activities of land forces. This Manual is an official publication of the
United States Army. However, those provisions of the Manual which are neither statutes nor the text
of treaties to which the United States is a party should not be considered binding upon courts and
tribunals applying the law of war. However, such provisions are of evidentiary value insofar as they
bear upon questions of custom and practice. The conduct of armed hostilities on land is regulated
by the law of land warfare which is both written and unwritten. It is inspired by the desire to diminish
the evils of war by: Protecting both combatants and noncombatants from unnecessary suffering;
Safeguarding certain fundamental human rights of persons who fall into the hands of the enemy,
particularly prisoners of war, the wounded and sick, and civilians; and facilitating the restoration of
peace. This manual is produced by Headquarters, US Army Training and Doctrine Command
(TRADOC).Purposes of the Law of War - The conduct of armed hostilities on land is regulated by
the law of land warfare which is both written and unwritten. It is inspired by the desire to diminish the
evils of war by: a. Protecting both combatants and noncombatants from unnecessary suffering; b.
Safeguarding certain fundamental human rights of persons who fall into the hands of the enemy,
particularly prisoners of war, the wounded and sick, and civilians; and c. Facilitating the restoration
of peace. Basic Principles - Prohibitory Effect. The law of war places limits on the exercise of a
belligerentAg¢a —a,¢s power in the interests mentioned in paragraph 2 and requires that belligerents
refrain from employing any kind or degree of violence which is not actually necessary for military
purposes and that they conduct hostilities with regard for the principles of humanity and chivalry.
The prohibitory effect of the law of war is not minimized by A¢a —A“military necessityA¢a —As which
has been defined as that principle which justifies those measures not forbidden by international law
which are indispensable for securing the complete submission of the enemy as soon as possible.

Military necessity has been generally rejected as a defense for acts forbidden by the customary and



conventional laws of war inasmuch as the latter have been developed and framed with
consideration for the concept of military necessity.This is a privately authored news service and
educational publication of Progressive Management. Our publications synthesize official
government information with original material - they are not produced by the federal government.
They are designed to provide a convenient user-friendly reference work to uniformly present
authoritative knowledge that can be rapidly read, reviewed or searched. Vast archives of important
data that might otherwise remain inaccessible are available for instant review no matter where you

are. This e-book format makes a great reference work and educational tool.
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